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eorge Heartwelland Suzanne Schulzhave led Grand Rapids, Michigan 
to be recognized by the United Nationsasa "center of expertise" in 
susta inability. Undertheirdirection Grand Rapidshasdealt with increasing 
a mountsof vacant land, cuts in municipal and parksfunding and embraced 
neighborhood based leadership, improving neighborhood connections, and 
using locally-based decisionsasa guide. The Grand RapidsMasterPlan was 
developed with the particiaption of 3,000 residents who voiced theirdesiresat 
community meetings. The planfocuseson great neighborhoods, vital business 
districts, a strong economy, balanced transportation, an enriched, green 

downtown, and partnerships. Undertheirleadership, Grand Rapidsis rated one of the Top 15 

C ities in the U.S. for munic ipa I susta ina b ility. 

George Heartwell previously held the position asCommissionerof Grand Rapid'sThird 
Ward, Directorofthe Community Leadership Institute atAquinasCollege and Professor 
in the Community Leadership Undergraduate Study Program. He continuesas President and 
CEO ofthe Pilgrim Ma nor Retirement Community. He isan ordained ministerofthe United Church 
of Christ, and hasserved in a homelessaid program atHeartside Ministry for many years. As 
the Mayorof Grand Rapids, he continuesto lead the cityduring a period of rapid economic 
development despite the economic downturn of greaterMichigan'seconomy. 

n 2000, Schulz was a project manager for the Grand Rapids masterplaa the first in over 40 

ly e a rs, She i e n t in to neighborhoodsand,w ith he rsta ff,ta Iked w ith over3,000 people. Her 

la te st p [o je c t is " G r e e n G r a n d h p id s\ a m a ssive u p d a te o f the c ity 's m a ste r p la n i ith a focus 
on g re e n s p a c e , f r o m hike p a 111 s to p la y j ro u n i s to com m u n ity j a rd e n s, a n e f f o r t M a y o r 
H e a r t w e II c a lis, " h is to ric ,' "c u ttin j edge" and "the m ostexciting p la n n in j p ro c e ss o u r c ity h a s 
e v e r s e e n . " 



Salem United Church of Christ • 60 Bittner Street 
Thursday April 16th 7-9pm 





Salem United Church 
of Christ 

60 Bittner Street 
Rochester, New York 14604 



The Salem United Church of Christ was constructed in 1873 by members of the 
Trinity Evangelical Church who desired a larger sanctuary on the city's east side. 
The structure was intentionally placed on this side of the Genesee River to serve 
large numbers of newly arriving German immigrants. 

The building was designed by architect Charles Coats in the Romanesque Revival 
style. Notice the rounded arches of the windows and doorways that the style 
typically embodies. The church's twin towers are also telling of the architectural 
period from which it was created. In 1929, the building's tall spires were removed 
and its present brick facade reworked. The Salem United Church of Christ listed on 
the National Register of Historic places. 

In 1934 the German Evangelical and Reformed churches united, becoming the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church. In 1957 the group collaborated again, this time 
with congregational churches and the Christian church to form the present United 
Church of Christ. Today this architecturally 
significant building is an active 
community center. Its Nutrition Center, 
provides meals to Rochester's neediest on 
Mondays and Tuesdays at noon. 
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